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President William]. Clinton issues his Call to Action
to the legal profession at the East Room of the White
House 011 July 20. "We'll lmow we have succeeded
when our law schools, our bar associations, and our
law Jinns not only represent all Amehcans, but looll
lil1e all Ame,;ca," the President said. On the dais with
the President are.from left, Bill McBhde, managing
partner of the Tampa, Flohda, office of Holland &
Knight; Attorney General Janet Reno; and Deputy
Attorney General Eric Holde,:
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When President Clinton spoke to
the more than 200 leaders
gathered in the East Room of the
White House one afternoon in
July, Dean S. Jeffrey Lehman, '81,

listened with intense interest
from the front row.

The sole law school dean among the
31-person committee that had worked for
several months to prepare the event,
Lehman cares about broadening
participation in legal studies and the legal
profession and enhancing the provision of
pro bona services - the same values that
President Clinton stressed that afternoon.
The President chose an historic spot and
historic occasion for his "Call to Action,
Seeking a Renewed Commitment to
Achieve Racial Justice in Society and Racial
Diversity Within the Legal Profession."
He convened the group 36 years after
President John f Kennedy's first "Call to
Action" to ask the nation's top lawyers to
focus on civil rights. Kennedy's action led
to formation of the Lawyers Committee for
Civil Rights. This year, President Clinton
emphasized the legal professions role in
building "the one America that we all long
to live in."
As Lehman recalled the event, it was an
impressive moment, undertaken with the
utmost seriousness. "To my right sat
Gregory Williams, the president of the
Association of American Law Schools. To
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my left were Beverly McQueary Smith,
president of the National Bar Association;
Dan Kolb, '65, co-chair of the lawyers
Committee for Civil Rights; Phillip
Anderson, president of the American Bar
Association; former Secretary of State
Warren Christopher; civil rights veteran
and presidential adviser Vernon Jordan;
and Detroit Mayor Dennis Archer.
"Attorney General Janet Reno spoke,
followed by Deputy Attorney General Eric
Holder. General Holder explained the
genesis of the event - how the President
had asked him to design a way to involve
lawyers in the ongoing struggle to create
One America, and how he had in turn
formed the planning committee that led to
the day's events. Next, William McBride,
managing partner of Holland and Knight,
spoke movingly about his law firm's
commitment to diversity and pro bona
service, and the importance of both
commitments to the profession.
"Then President Clinton began his
remarks. He spoke forcefully about the
need for diversity in the legal profession,
and of continuing the progress that has
been made since President Kennedy's call
to the bar 36 years ago. He spoke about
the importance of having a profession and
law schools that look like the rest of
America. He expressed his 'respectful
disagreement' with the Fifth Circuit's
decision in the Hopwood case against the
University of Texas law School."
Said President Clinton: 'Just as your
predecessors, with the Constitution as their
shield, stared down the sheriffs of
segregation, you must step forward to
dismantle our time's most stubborn
obstacles to equal justice - poverty,
unemployment and, yes, continuing
discrimination. Behind every watershed
event of the civil rights struggle, lawyers,
many pro bona, remained vigilant, securing
equal rights for employment, education,
housing, voting, and citizenship for all
Americans."
"The struggle for one America today is
more complex than it was 36 years ago,
more subtle than it seemed to us that it
would be back then," he said. "For then
there was the clear enemy of legal
82
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segregation and overt hatred. Today, the
progress we make in building one America
depends more on whether we can expand
opportunity and deal with a whole range of
social challenges. In 1963, the challenge
was to open our schools to all our children.
In 1999, the challenge is make sure all
those children get a world-class education."
He also urged renewed emphasis on
pro bona work, and said that if every
American law firm met the American Bar
Association standard of devoting three
percent of annual billable work time to
pro bona services "that would be 40 million
hours of legal help. That's a lot of personal
problems solved,. a lot of headaches gone
away, a lot of hurdles overcome, a lot of
businesses started. Think of what we
could do."
The President asked participants to
"recommit yourselves ... to fighting
discrimination, to revitalizing our poorest
communities, and to giving people an
opportunity to serve in law firms who
would not otherwise have it," and to "invite
more lawyers of all backgrounds to join
your firms."
"How are we going to build one
America if the legal profession which is
fighting for it doesn't reflect it?" he asked.
"We can't do it."
"We'll know we have succeeded when
our law schools, our bar associations, and
our law firms not only represent all
Americans, but look like all America,"
he said.
Afterward, Lehman spoke with the
President about the lawsuit against the law
School's admissions policies. "The President
expressed his support for our position and
voiced his strong concern for what would
happen to legal education if we were to
lose," the dean said. "He emphasized the
special role that the very finest public law
schools have to play in the overall system
of higher education."

C
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A number of professional legal organizations have committed
themselves to the goals that President Clinton set forth in his
Call to Action on July 20. Among them:
--> The President pledged support from the Department of

Justice and the White House Office on the President's Initiative for
One America.
--> The American Bar Association announced a new initiative to

ensure greater racial and ethnic diversity in the legal profession that
will involve lawyers, academics, law firms, and bar associations
throughout the country.
--> The American Corporate Counsel Association will encourage

its members to retain minority counsel and law firms.
--> Leading law firms will apply the American Bar Association's

three percent pro bona standards - that the firms' lawyers commit
50 hours per year or three percent of billable time to pro bona work with full credit for time spent.
--> The Association of American Law Schools is strengthening

its commitment to the professional ethic of community service by
helping to enhance law students' opportunities to volunteer their legal
skills in their communities. (See related story page 85.)
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Pickering, '40,
wins ABA medal
John H. Pickering, '40, a
founding partner of Wilmer, Cutler
& Pickering, of Washington, D.C.,
and an advocate of service to the
poor as a basic responsibility of
lawyers, has been awarded the
American Bar Association's highest
honor, the ABA Medal.
"John's leadership has inspired
lawyers of several generations to
serve in their communities," ABA
President Philip S. Anderson said
of Pickering. "He is a national
treasure."
The ABA Medal is given only
when there is a worthy recipient.
In awarding Pickering the honor,
the ABA took note of Pickering's
role in establishing and continuing
Wilmer's policy that all its lawyers
donate 10 percent of their practice
to pro bona work. Pickering began
the practice with the founding of
his firm in 1962.
"The ABA has viewed service
to the poor as a fundamental
responsibility of lawyers, and in

Report:
more pro bona
in law schools
The Association of American
Law Schools (AALS) commitment
to the ethic of community service
outlined in President Clinton's
"Call to Action" by the legal
profession (see story, page 81)
reflects a new AALS report finding
that "most students do not
participate in law-related pro bona
projects" and made recommendations
to law schools on ways to increase
the number of opportunities
available to their students.
The AALS report, "Leaming to
Serve," is the product of the eightmember Commission on Pro Bono
and Public Service Opportunities,
appointed by then AALS President
Deborah Rhode. The chairman of
the commission is David L.
Chambers, the Law School's Wade
H. McCree Jr. Collegiate Professor
ofl..aw.
The commission gathered
information from 123 law

David L. Chambers

84

THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN LAW SCHOOL

the last decade has issued what we
call the Pro Bono Challenge, urging
law firms to commit to donating a
percentage of their professional
service to the poor," Anderson
said. 'John Pickering was ahead of
his time, both in recognizing that
responsibility and in steadfastly
fulfilling it. He also made sure that
others in his firm were equally
committed to that goal."
A member of the Law Schools
Committee of Visitors since it
began in 1962, Pickering was a
DeRoy Fellow at the Law School
in 1984 and the Schools
commencement speaker in 1992.
In the ABA, Pickering has been
a member of the House of
Delegates since 1984, chaired the
Commission on Legal Problems of
the Elderly for 10 years, and then
chaired the Senior Lawyers
Division.
A past president of the District
of Columbia Bar, he also has
served the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the District of Columbia Circuit
in several capacities: as a member
of its Committee on the
Administration of Justice; as the
first chairman of its Advisory
Committee on Procedures; and as

chairman of its Appellate
Mediation Project.
Pickering began practicing law
in Washington, D.C., after
completing three years of active
duty with the U.S. Naval Reserve
in 1946. Before joining the Naval
Reserve, he had practiced law in
New York City and been a law
clerk for U.S. Supreme Court
Justice Frank Murphy, '14.
"Over the course of practicing
law, Pickering has frequently been
recognized for his lifetime
commitment to improving the
quality of life for all citizens
through the use of his legal skills,"
the ABA said in its announcement
of Pickerings award. "Frequently,
his honors have focused on his
activities for advancing civil rights,
supporting and developing pro
bono service to the poor, and
articulating and protecting the
legal needs and rights of elderly
persons. He also has been cited for
leadership m combating gender
bias in the legal profession and for
thoughtful contributions to legal
education."
The award was presented
during the ABA's 1999 annual
meeting at Atlanta in August. Last

year, Pickering received the
William J. Brennan Jr. Award from
the District of Columbia Bar for
"his exemplary legal career
dedicated to service in the public
interest" and the Lifetime
Achievement Award from the
Maryland Gerontological
Association. In 1996 he received
the first annual Outstanding Older
American Award from the National
Council on Aging and was named
Lawyer of the Year by the Bar
Association of the District of
Columbia.
In another honor, Pickerings
firm was cited in the program for
the banquet that followed
President Clintons Call to Action
to the legal profession in July as
one of 31 "model programs" that
further the values that the
President discussed. (See related
story, page 81.) "Washington,
D.C.s Wilmer, Cutler & Pickerings
role in establishing that
communitys City First Bank offers
an inspiring example of how
lawyers can help inner-city
residents secure financial stability
and improve their residential
community," said the citation in
the program for the Lawyers for

One America Dinner on
July 20. "Committing more
than 3,000 hours of pro
bono time and the
specialized skills of more
than 30 of its lawyers to this
project, Wilmer, Cutler used
its expertise in banking and
regulatory work and
corporate, tax, and other
Ibusiness practices to
address a systemic problem
C
in the Distric~s poorest
neighborhoods: the
unavailability of loans at
reasonable rates for
potential homeowners and
small businesses.
"Thanks to the
community leaders' vision
and the firm lawyers'
expertise, the concept of a
community bank - first
envisioned at a meeting in 1993 is now a reality. City First Bank
offers credit and financial services
to individuals, businesses, and
nonprofits, and thus it provides the
financial resources to take
advantage of the human capital
already available."

school deans, 110 law school
administrators, and 419 program
forms prepared by law school staff
members at the request of their
deans. The commission also held
day-long focus groups in
Washington, D.C., San Francisco,
and Chicago to discuss the issue
with staff administrators of pro
bono programs, law school deans,
law students, and clinical
professors and met separately with
representatives of eight national
organizations involved in working
with law school-based or
practicing lawyers' pro bono
projects.
'The commissions central
finding is simply stated: at some
American law schools, no students
participate in law-related pro bono
projects and, at most American law
schools, only a minority of the
student body participate in such a
project during their law school
years. Our central conclusion is
equally brief and blunt: law
schools should do more."
Two concrete programs already
have emerged from the study,
according to the report:
1. A new section on public
service programs has been created
within the MLS as a forum for

exchanging information and ideas.
2. The commission has
received a grant from the Open
Society Institute to add two people
to the MLS staff for at least a year
to launch the new section on
public service programs and work
with law schools to create or
expand pro bono programs.
In addition to providing legal
assistance for people who
otherwise might be unable to
secure it, the report says, pro bono
programs provide "important
educational values" to law students
and "important values to the law
school itself' through involvement
in the communities of which they
are a part.
"Our central recommendation
is that law schools make available
to all law students at least once
during their law school careers a
well-supervised law-related pro
bono opportunity and either
require the students' participation
or find ways to attract the great
majority of students to volunteer."
The commission also
recommended that "all law schools
adopt a formal policy to encourage
and support faculty members to
perform pro bono work" and
suggested a six-part plan for doing

so. The suggested plan includes: an
expectation of annual pro bono
service; universal application of the
policy; expectation that pro bono
work be in addition to normal
teaching, research and writing, and
institutional service within the
school; provision for support, like
secretarial and other assistance;
freedom for faculty to choose the
pro bono work they wish to do; and
annual reporting on such work to
faculty, staff, and students.
"The commission believes that
active faculty participation in pro
bono work is highly important for
the sake of their students," the
report said. "Law teachers teach as
much about professional
responsibility by what they do as
by what they say.... If we appear
to be insincere about our pro bono
responsiblities, we also will
encourage law students to be
skeptical, indeed cynical, about the
many other moral principles that
distinguish our profession from
a trade."
In addition to Chambers,
commission members included:
the Hon. Judith Billings, Utah
Court of Appeals and chair of the
ABA Standing Committee on Pro
Bono and Public Interest; Richard

Boswell, professor, University of
California at Hastings; Sande
Buhai, director of pro bono
programs and clinical professor,
Loyola Law School, Los Angeles;
Robert Drinan, professor at
Georgetown University Law Center
and chair of the ABA Committee
on Professionalism; Thomas
Ehrlich, former president of
Indiana University and of the Legal
Services Corporation; Kristin
Booth Glen, dean of City
University of New York School of
Law; and Michael Millemann,
professor and director of clinical
law programs, University of
Maryland School of Law.
(Chambers and two co-authors
found in a recent study that
University of Michigan Law School
graduates of the years 1970-96
consistently exceed American Bar
Association guidelines in the
amount of pro bono work that they
do. The study was reported in
[Chambers, Lempert, and Adams]
"Doing Well and Doing Good: The
Careers of Minority and White
Graduates of the University of
Michigan Law School, 19701996," 42.2 Law Quadrangle Notes
60-71 [Summer 1999]).
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